
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DCA large 2010 8,538,775 8,538,775 8,538,775

DCA large 2011 9,065,369 9,065,369 9,065,369

DCA large 2012 9,302,152 9,302,152 9,302,152

DCA large 2013 9,851,786 9,851,786 9,851,786

DCA large 2014 9,875,781 9,875,781 9,875,781

DCA large 2015 10,998,423 10,998,423 10,998,423

DCA large 2016 11,476,058 11,476,058 11,476,058

DCA large 2017 11,476,739 11,476,739 11,476,739

DCA large 2018 11,411,368 11,411,368 11,411,368

DCA large 2019e 11,476,796 11,476,796 11,476,796

DCA large 2020 11,901,379 12,129,824 11,743,991

DCA large 2021 12,207,483 12,475,377 11,459,620

DCA large 2022 12,528,441 12,535,740 11,418,617

DCA large 2023 12,796,528 12,796,528 11,721,178

DCA large 2024 12,969,793 12,969,793 11,945,550

DCA large 2025 13,032,691 13,032,691 12,074,548

DCA large 2026 13,094,312 13,094,312 12,234,761

DCA large 2027 13,152,995 13,152,995 12,410,054

DCA large 2028 13,210,741 13,210,741 12,583,766

DCA large 2029 13,268,195 13,268,195 12,760,573

DCA large 2030 13,324,944 13,324,944 12,946,561

DCA large 2031 13,379,815 13,379,815 13,105,690

DCA large 2032 13,434,853 13,434,853 13,220,924

DCA large 2033 13,489,848 13,489,848 13,360,698

DCA large 2034 13,545,740 13,545,740 13,515,108

DCA large 2035 13,601,410 13,601,410 13,601,410

DCA large 2036 13,656,076 13,656,076 13,656,076

DCA large 2037 13,712,070 13,712,070 13,712,070

DCA large 2038 13,767,279 13,767,279 13,767,279

DCA large 2039 13,822,157 13,822,157 13,822,157

DCA large 2040 13,877,761 13,877,761 13,877,761

DCA large 2041 13,931,849 13,931,849 13,931,849

DCA large 2042 13,986,012 13,986,012 13,986,012

DCA large 2043 14,040,087 14,040,087 14,040,087

DCA large 2044 14,093,655 14,093,655 14,093,655

DCA large 2045 14,146,496 14,146,496 14,146,496
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DCA large 2010 270,260 270,260 270,260

DCA large 2011 284,799 284,799 284,799

DCA large 2012 287,866 287,866 287,866

DCA large 2013 295,436 295,436 295,436

DCA large 2014 286,967 286,967 286,967

DCA large 2015 296,250 296,250 296,250

DCA large 2016 299,899 299,899 299,899

DCA large 2017 298,125 298,125 298,125

DCA large 2018 297,535 297,535 297,535

DCA large 2019 297,843 297,843 297,843

DCA large 2020 302,975 308,791 298,968

DCA large 2021 304,885 311,576 286,207

DCA large 2022 302,700 302,876 275,886

DCA large 2023 293,372 293,372 268,719

DCA large 2024 290,503 290,503 267,562

DCA large 2025 290,553 290,553 269,192

DCA large 2026 290,584 290,584 271,509

DCA large 2027 290,598 290,598 274,184

DCA large 2028 290,605 290,605 276,813

DCA large 2029 290,612 290,612 279,494

DCA large 2030 290,610 290,610 282,358

DCA large 2031 290,600 290,600 284,646

DCA large 2032 290,592 290,592 285,965

DCA large 2033 290,584 290,584 287,802

DCA large 2034 290,582 290,582 289,925

DCA large 2035 290,576 290,576 290,576

DCA large 2036 290,567 290,567 290,567

DCA large 2037 290,565 290,565 290,565

DCA large 2038 290,560 290,560 290,560

DCA large 2039 290,554 290,554 290,554

DCA large 2040 290,552 290,552 290,552

DCA large 2041 290,544 290,544 290,544

DCA large 2042 290,534 290,534 290,534

DCA large 2043 290,525 290,525 290,525

DCA large 2044 290,513 290,513 290,513

DCA large 2045 290,496 290,496 290,496
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